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(54) IMAGE FORMING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain stable high toner stirring effect and 
improve picture quality by arranging a transfer device and an 
electrostatic charger at the circumference of an image carrier, 
and providing a conductive toner stirring member at the down 
stream side of the transfer device and also at the upstream side 
of the charger. 

CONSTITUTION: The charger 9, developing and cleaning 
devide 10, transfer device 11, separating device 15, eraser 
lamp 1 2, and toner stirring member 1 3 are arranged 
successively at the circumference of a photosensitive body 8 
as the image carrier, and an exposing device 14 and a fixing 
device 16 are further provided. In this case, the toner stirring 
member 13 is conductive and provided at the downstream side 
of the transfer device 1 1 and also at the upstream side of the 
charger 9. Consequently, stable high toner stirring effect is 
obtained and an image of high quality is formed. 
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A. Relevance of the above-identified Document 

This document has relevance to claims 26, 27, 34, 35, 46, 
and 47 of the present application. 

B. Translation of the Relevant Passages of the Document 

See also the attached English Abstract. 

[DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION] 

The present invention relates to an image forming method 
used in electrophotographic copying apparatuses and other 
apparatuses. In particular, the present invention relates to an 
improved image forming method using an apparatus that performs 
both developing and cleaning, instead of using an apparatus for 
exclusive use in the developing. The improved image forming 
method includes a toner stirring step, in which residual toner is 
stirred. Here, the residual toner refers to such toner that is not 
transferred in a copying step, but remains on a photosensitive body. 
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